Local 11

July 19, 2023

Steven Rathgeb Smith

American Political Science Association
Executive Director

1527 New Hampshire Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20036-1203
smithsr@apsanet.org

Dear Mr. Smith:

On behalf of 15,000 UNITE HERE Local 11 members who work in Los Angeles area hotels, we
respectfully request that you cancel your upcoming 119th American Political Science

Association Annual Meeting & Exhibition taking place in Los Angeles on August 31 — September
3,2023.

We did not come to this decision lightly. As you are aware, we have been in negotiations since
April 20, 2023 with the hotel industry for a living wage that will allow those workers who are the
backbone of our region’s most important industry, tourism, to afford to live in the city where they
work. On June 8, 2023, workers voted 96% to authorize a strike. On June 29, 2023, the Westin
Bonaventure reached a tentative agreement. Starting on July 1, 2023, thousands of workers in

33 hotels have struck. Workers are picketing daily at their respective hotels.

Our struggle for a living wage is the same for all working people in Los Angeles, from teachers
and adjunct professors to hotel workers to actors and writers. In a recent membership survey,
53% of hotel workers said that they either have moved in the past 5 years or will move in the
near future because of soaring housing costs. Meanwhile, the hotel industry in Los Angeles is
booming. Room rates and revenue exceed pre-pandemic levels. Billions of our tax dollars are
being allocated on infrastructure in anticipation of the World Cup in 2026 and the Olympics in
2028.

Yesterday, July 18, 2023, we returned to the bargaining table, hoping the remaining hotels
would agree to the terms of the Westin Bonaventure settlement. They did not. Instead, the
hotels went backwards. Not only did their proposal not include one penny more for wages,
pension or health care, they reduced the value of their wage proposal by 10% by adding an
morally repugnant provision requiring that workers must wait 6 months after the expiration date
of the contract to receive another raise. Though the Union has not conditioned settlement on
them, the industry also continues to reject all proposals that would assist our members’ housing
needs, including a fee on guest rooms to fund construction of workforce housing.

After the bargaining session, the negotiating committee voted unanimously to request that

APSA cancel your 2023 Annual Meeting. We wish you could have been in the room as striking
workers spoke of how they are proud of their jobs, how they want to provide excellent guest

service to your group, but that the hotel's greed forces them to make another sacrifice for the

greater good. The boycott is a powerful tool; workers won the union at Chateau Marmont after

an historic boycott. Los Angeles groups, such as the Democratic Governors Association,

Japanese American Citizens League, W.K Kellogg Foundation and Vanderpump Rules

have canceled or moved their events. We believe that unless the hotel industry shares its

historic profits, we may soon have no option but to call a boycott of the City of Los Angeles.

Do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or need help in relocating this event.


https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2023-06-29/hotel-workers-reach-first-deal-on-the-eve-of-july-4th-weekend
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2023-06-29/hotel-workers-reach-first-deal-on-the-eve-of-july-4th-weekend
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-07-01/southern-california-hotel-workers-strike-july-4-weekend
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-07-01/southern-california-hotel-workers-strike-july-4-weekend
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/local-news/chateau-marmont-signs-union-contract-1235286916/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/local-news/chateau-marmont-signs-union-contract-1235286916/

In Solidarity,
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Kurt Petersen
Co President

Hotel Bargaining Committee

Name Hotel
Joe. . EAP‘C-; - Hol i:aa/ v 1 10 L X
,\"\C\“ o Mo e D e Al L\ LShem el
Q | O O (moMZU { ] r 2 /et h( LW I;' 5.1(_.;/5}.
(i, ./; 2 ,,;W,/p A on
Do 122N Qﬂ % w/ / ’7/// /D 7”)
f._- | Il wfj, p 2 ._:;-,- 2 ol ,ri J;Hrc . /1 » f\' vy ff f’jé'{r’—f}
Lo covo Qﬂm L \[\J(\\d Of’r Az N NA
Melissa D ﬁo\d C__,_ig Wi \decss k%‘\qﬂa ‘%NW\\{ \-'\{“5
e WIS PE0STR WESTIRIFT Wotee
)’W\m.‘ﬂ“’i MmOore |€ fﬂnfl—tol ANt 4 Sui b, &l xﬁ!ﬂo A
N\O‘\v \ G 1 ‘o (O [\IO ‘IL Z S e ,Lnt,f/é
Wiconrnd oL ln Touve jﬂ%&nmw -ucrwi A& L
f/'d,:_(_:m ea Guzrman Terc 55 on RIS Az
Vo MAS €. 1 Srac A Lt U{ N-on \;wmr’ﬂ
FSEI'E:EG{{EE/EEEAS%BTE 201 f;\z';g?:l::)g‘gkg\czlglo., SUITE 200 2;;"3'.‘&3;;::5 HWY. r:z?EsN;tf/:,ZFICE
13481 8530, 017 GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843 INGLEWOOD, CA 90304 PHOENIX, AZ 85007
. 714.750.4373 310.671.0720 480.795.5330

FAX 213.481.0352 FAX 714.750.5638 FAX 310.671.5021 FAX 480.795.5326



MAIN OFFICE

464 LUCAS AVE., SUITE 201
LOS ANGELES, CA 90017
213.481,8530

FAX 213.481.0352

7&1)-(0\/\0_' i ~\hentou | e i
(il liom “Flpdrigocz =headen Un Veresa
\\\o\/\ 78 ?\/ | Gt G - SHeratoun ?é?f'mucv S |
Rene 7‘ f"c r St i tors Carand

hncsie 5 ,' }f‘ Nz 7 v ./

l—\ik\\% J *-{{lgé;,--, 1 ‘I;c-:'";:: -"‘-'lr. Vel ii"'ﬂ\ I

Moo Cardoor Waldoet Nsdoria B

E(\WU“C" ) \\\ker co WA A mim\
s Alis Torcan s DGR <M.

Do IS T i (2
Cacls Morknez D [fina
oz trer e O 7,_?";?;:*?'-' ? =L 1777
OC(\f/q Vog rr70% ufc ero7.

@DSKRNI@ C’Jgff///@ ’\/;Lefa‘{/ 2. M

Cm2 pip/ra= 7 #ore)

MoReny A ennande AN JAL

Dotk Steokey 1 Hotel Dest Hollyuoned
Miompra Quinter” 1 Hotel west Hotlywend.
Ceclia F\\\mrm{r\ Holiday \nn CAX

Dord  Mendez %Ml/ Inn LAX
Layvena Vil\afana (O HCX \lecJ\ WAGK Y [0 T4
Oﬁ)’na, Uider Hdl, ( eréwuq

!

e 7 ol _,I/J,‘-j 7 7"._,"( /

GARDEN GROVE OFFICE AIRPORT OFFICE PHOENIX OFFICE
13252 GARDEN GROVE BLVD., SUITE 200 4634 W. IMPERIAL HWY. 1021 S 7th Ave.
GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843 INGLEWOOD, CA 90304 PHOENIX, AZ 85007
714.750.4373 310.671.0720 480.795.5330

FAX 714.750.5638 FAX 310.671.5021 FAX 480.795.5326



MAIN OFFICE GARDEN GROVE OFFICE AIRPORT OFFICE PHOENIX OFFICE

464 LUCAS AVE., SUITE 201 13252 GARDEN GROVE BLVD., SUITE 200 4634 W. IMPERIAL HWY. 1021 S 7t Ave.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90017 GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843 INGLEWOOD, CA 90304 PHOENIX, AZ 85007
213.481,8530 714.750.4373 310.671.0720 480.795.5330

FAX 213.481.0352 FAX 714.750.5638 FAX 310.671.5021 FAX 480.795.5326



MAIN OFFICE

464 LUCAS AVE., SUITE 201
LOS ANGELES, CA 90017
213.481,8530

FAX 213.481.0352

15"’-/4(4’”/70 %}’%’H@l{@{/ 4 L!-Uf(_ :,{‘z ;@-g}(_pu i }] L AX

".:"f'- [an (/ ] -_54"!1[/{(:‘ ¢ /{f; / 7‘{‘/’ /H./.IJ)(
J\-'{e ne? ”( creS Line Hole/
Yicardo (\admada Covchruead DTea
Nanely (e Courtyped DTLE
\,\leu (-'uw Yol & D b{j,{ic;.- L €
D av, c \/){ VA/MVQ_ Ha"{ ‘ r\“’\ nlﬁ A
--"»-fr (o oo n""/tﬁ-‘ tACT @y

\\\ Molle Dara .,,J\kQ\/ae «f;. LR
*'_)\.J\ 690& Ck!\b\‘{w \\\tfmu \2.«(;“ N {',“ o)
lh in (RUT pTL\ }\/\ \\[4_2 ﬂu ;

Delle, Valle J\f\/ (A1aryiod7 -
g Sl Shactoy W 101 lgpead

r\?ﬂm},@,\/{\dﬁh Q{)}Q h’( U arqenfeom (L,UJT HerGM

ifmés%o Ma/(/WZ ,471// MA ;\2/@20 7

/A/’uzf JQM;'///VJ 5/_—74‘;}’}(‘/// b ////
(ﬁvo(tm émm [E7 ié/é’nc/c? le 7Z// /7[0;’)
C a,ug-&ét A ,:;Lzm{{L W MWW(N/

Ele o Mcanza 0w Macncor
Cvtinn Befanieub MW _plawiob:

é.é;zﬁgf/ /7 / S 2 //6// )

5SS

GARDEN GROVE OFFICE AIRPORT OFFICE PHOENIX OFFICE
13252 GARDEN GROVE BLVD., SUITE 200 4634 W. IMPERIAL HWY. 1021 S 7th Ave.
GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843 INGLEWOOD, CA 90304 PHOENIX, AZ 85007
714.750.4373 310.671.0720 480.795.5330

FAX 714.750.5638 FAX 310.671.5021 FAX 480.795.5326



MAIN OFFICE

464 LUCAS AVE., SUITE 201

LOS ANGELES, CA 90017
213.481,8530
FAX 213.481.0352

e ¢ l\\\'xll e

Thodoe )l WIWANF
J r
v ) AN

T
-~

9 NG

f o~ D S ey L [ . P
'/11" N (ady heyt/

I Fa y
(_? rinsfatl Facl o

LI I AT

iz Y AAAGEL o TT

l\"\{.\-sl( Lo FB gt t,el

He /f'd-[a,} Lo LAX

Mark, UL i
7 l -

-l ng“—"‘}"u

[INlnd 4

/ 4 St )iy ©

LA Tiens T

Ham pron. (MY SamHa v C s

3

Sonld 2ePe ci,/ 7

Loews Hollywodd Tol¢l

k WAL ( _k}\ (‘\[,ic\'i?‘\

)

\?\‘C_\\\ A\

AN

~
A

1
<

¥
~

\\'\rm (3 L

_oYaxend

e\

Lﬁ._sQ_u/'}; {“\\.c'\\')r'u_.n--:oc\ &"la‘J%ci,(-

~y

T\‘Gvu Xiod .Sffﬁ()n{"?

I ricnninen

AL cc £

4
-

C ot A Red<S

GARDEN GROVE OFFICE

GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843

714.750.4373
FAX 714.750.5638

13252 GARDEN GROVE BLVD., SUITE 200

AIRPORT OFFICE
4634 W. IMPERIAL HWY.
INGLEWOOD, CA 90304

310.671.0720
FAX 310.671.5021

PHOENIX OFFICE
1021 S 7th Ave.
PHOENIX, AZ 85007
480.795.5330

FAX 480.795.5326
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